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Prince to very bad steps for his own interest. I mean
for Hamilton's interest; and besides he prevents the
Prince from consulting and being advised by his real
friends and those with whom he professes to be con-
nected. I fear there is in the Prince this feature of
his father, that he loves closets within cabinets, and
cupboards within closets; that he will have secret
advisers besides his ostensible ones, and still more in-
visible ones behind his secret advisers ; that he will be
faithful to none of them, and a most uncomfortable
master to those ministers who would really serve him.
However, there is no immediate prospect of anybody
suffering the inconvenience of being his minister. The
King is perfectly well, but is supposed not to do busi-
ness. The Queen still has the sway. Some people
doubt whether the King will consent to a dissolution at
all. No reason is given for his dissent, but in point
of fact it is thought he has never yet consented to it.
J believe, however, that it will take place.

41 have passed a great deal of time with Burke, but
he has so many and such copious subjects of conversation
that I have not yet come to my own affairs. He re-
lated to me the whole affair of Sheridan, in which
Sheridan is universally allowed to have been wrong
originally, and the Duke of Portland says Burke was
afterwards wrong in not favouring a reconciliation.
Burke has a pamphlet just coming out on France, and
the relation of that subject to England, which I passed
the forenoon in reading yesterday, and I like it very
much, and think it will do both us and the rest of the